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IN THIS ISSUE : Office Bearers 2011 - A Note from The Editor - Events Cal-
endar 2010 - President’s Blog - Reports on the Christmas party and Trophy
Presentation & Sunday Drive and Breakfast at the Cowboys Leagues Club -
Race Car For Sale - Memorabilia and Wilf’s Brush with Motor Sport in the ‘50s -
Racing Around by Skimmo.
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

As | advised last month, this is my last newsletter and | am
looking forward to sliding into a relaxed twilight. And it gives
me great satisfaction to announce that the Editor’s post is to
be filled by Paul Gilbert. Paul is an IT professional and an
MGB driver. He also has a photographic business and his
work is incredible. The photos of my two cars look too good
and | had to look carefully to confirm they are mine! With
Paul’s expertise, | feel confident he will take the newsletter
forward to greater things. Again, many thanks to those mem-
bers who have helped me out with articles over the last 4 years.
Wilf hardy.

Ph 4755 B566 raxarss ssrr

www.herchobbies.com.au
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2010

DECEMBER - Thursday 16th. Tavern Dinner. West End Pub. Please advise graham Williams if you intend
to come along . (Numbers for table booking).

Sunday 19th. Christmas Lights Drive. Meet 6.00pm behind Shell Service Station in
The Willows Car Park.

461 Bayswater Road,
Mount Louisa, Qld 4817 4
Phone: (07) 4774 5944

Fax: (O7) A774 6426

Z_ :.'-:Hﬂl.r.r & Rﬂ'l.ndn:qfdclnrrd B.l*dh .P-I:;I"'fi-

22 Punari 5t., Currajong 4812.

Quality Brakes for all
Street & Performance Cars

PHONE (07) 4725 2111
FAX (07) 4725 1408
WERBSITE : www.brakemari.com.au

127 Boundary Street, South Townsville

Phone 4724 5102
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PRESIDENTS BLOG — December 2010

Firstly, I would like to welcome Paul Gilbert to the committee of our club. Paul has
volunteered to take over the Club magazine from Wilf. Welcome aboard Paul.

The Christmas Dinner. What a night. It was our biggest yet and all who attended had
a great night. Thanks to lan Cook’s granddaughter and Bundy rum we had more to
give away then people. The food was great, as we have come to expect from the NQ
Club. The company was even better and | could not ask for any more. Thanks to
everybody who came along and enjoyed the evening.

Then we had a social drive and for the first time in my time with the club, the Datsun
Z car was the most represented car on the drive. Yep, Skimmo and | made 2 zeds
which was more than any other marquee present for the drive. Yep, 2 of us and the
other 10 cars were all one offs. Breakfast at the Cowboys legues club went well and

So, looking forward. We have a pubs of Townsville dinner this Thursday, at the West
End pub on Ingham road. Contact Graham Williams if you wish to go so that we can
book a table big enough.

Then, for our last event of 2010, we will be doing a Christmas Lights Drive. Sunday
night, meeting at the Willows car park behind the Shell Service Station, 6.30pm.
Come along, this will be an enjoyable drive.

Finally, I would like to wish all a Very Merry Christmas and extend season’s
greetings for the festive season. | wish to thank all who have given their precious time
helping with running our great club, and all of those who came along and partook in
our many events. It has been an enjoyable and very successful year, and now | am
looking forward too 2011.

Zeds Rule
Michael



CHRISTMAS PARTY & TROPHY PRESENTATION

They don’t get much better than that! On Saturday
20th. November around 120 members, friends and
family assembled at the NQ Club for our annual
Christmas Party and Trophy Presentation. Unfortu-
nately, some 11 members had to drop out due to
inclement weather which stopped them from getting
through to Townsville. It was a great fun night with
Todd Martin’s spirited auctioning of Bundy advertis-
ing materials when $120 was raised for Heart Kids
Australia. Everybody seemed to go away wi th
something to remind them of the night when Todd
distributed cooler bags, stubby holders etc. As
usual, the meal provided was superb.

And by the look on the faces in the accompanying
photographs, ever yone had an enjoyable evening.

RIGHT: A very cool Mick Huggin.

BELOW: Trophy winners 2010.
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ZINC 100.7 BITUMEN SPRINTSTROPHY WINNERS 2010

Class 1 1st Mathew Jones
2nd Cody Ryder
3rd Mitchell Sutherland
Class 2 1= Les Gibney
2nd Graham Bush
3rd Jack Dixon
Class 3 1st Casey Thompson
Znd Scott Douglas
3rd David Bradshaw
Class 4 1st Brodie Bush
=Znd Jeff Phillips
=Znd Kim Gething
Class 5 1st Grant Cooper
2nd Greg Dixon
2rd Chnstopher Lane 100.7
Lides., 18l Reh el One Station, all the
2nd Justin Gething
3rd Peter James ROCK legends
Class 7 1at Lindsay Brown
Z2nd Michael Slattery
3rd Bruce Mc Cubben
Club Person of the year Donn Grierson
Club assistant of the year Michael Huggin
Club car of the year Kent Sutton
Busted thong award Brendan Bush

4] ABOVE: Why was Pat Driscoll
f so happy?

ABOVE LEFT: Club President Michael always has a smile and why wouldn’t he?
The evening was surely the best Christmas Party & Trophy presentation in the
club’s history.
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More photos from the Christmas party and Trophy Presentation 2010 -
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SUNDAY DRIVE AND BREAKFAST AT THE COWBOYS LEAGUES CLUB

On Sunday 28th November eleven cars assembled at Pallarenda for the short drive to the Cowboys
Leagues Club for breakfast, taking in The Strand, on the way . None of our members with the older
rag-top variety of Brit sports cars braved the day, no doubt due to the shower y weather. Wilf drove
the TR2 with the hardtop installed and Paul had the only MG on the day, in his MGB with hood up.
Other cars included MX5, Porsche, Evo 8, whil st Skimmo brought the 240Z and Pres Michael was in
the 350Z. Sandra and Mal were in their RAV4 as the Triumph GT6+ awaits brake parts from the
UK.

A sumptuous breakfast was enjoyed by club members as well has enjoyable conver sation. This was
a great morning and me mbers will be looking forward to a repeat performance next year.
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RACE CAR FOR SALE

MX6 race car for sale:

Seam welded body with full roll cage, lightened to 950 kg ker b weight, fresh 2.2 Itr engine with stock
turbo, front mount inter cooler, and 3” ss exhaust. Suffer s boost-cut at 3,500 rpm, but still does low
47s on Kart Track.

$3,000 neg. Call Tony Keys on 0438285878 for more info.
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MEMORARBILIA X WILF'S BRUSH WITH MOTOR SPORT IN THE S0+

This all started off at the Christmas Party & Trophy Presentation night, when there was a bit of banter with
Cookie over my age. Later, | told him | was so old | even still had my Pit Crew tag from a race meeting at Mt.
Druitt in 1957 and Cookie said he would have been there as a youngster, selling pies and standing on a box
to watch the races! This got me thinking about Todd Martin and his considerable stock of motor racing memo-
rabilia. So | scanned the old 1957 tag, plus another from Mt. Panorama and emailed them to him. What a sur-
prise when he emailed back to me the scanned programme from that very 1957 Mt. Druitt race meeting!

This also got me thinking about my own brief involvement in motor sport from the long gone 1950s. The rea-
son for the tags, was that | was in the pit crew for a mate of mine who converted a 1934 MG NE Magnette
into a Special, by installing a Holden engine built by Merv Waggott and 1930s Fiat 4 speed crash box.
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ABOVE: My old Pit Crew Tag from 1957.

RIGHT: Astonishingly, Todd Martin has a
programme from that Mt. Druitt meeting!

ABOVE: My friend fitted a Holden motor to

a 1934 MG NE two seat racer like this one. It seems like sacrilege today, that anyone would cut

around one of only 7 of this MG model ever built, but at that time the car was only 23 years old and there was

little thought of preserving these old sports racers. | recall | did some work on the car’s wiring, using my re-

cently acquired air force technician skills. The gearbox gave out on Mt. Panorama in around 1959 and the car

was sold to a chap who planned to restore it; | sure hope he did. Fortunately, the original 6 cylinder 1271cc

engine was still available, although with a broken crankshaft. This engine was a development of the old Wol-
. /. seley Hornet engine, with the SOH camshaft driving off

| bevel gears at the front of the crankshaft, up through the

"\~ vertical generator armature to another set of bevel gears

+ driving the overhead camshaft. The engine in Yorky’'s MG

- PA has a similar drive to its overhead camshaft, being a 4

cylinder Wolseley engine of the same era.

Y LEFT: My first car, a 1934 Singer Le Mans. It had no
doors, a 972cc OHC 4 with the crank running in
" only two main bearings. It produced about 40bhp
and was an absolute abomination! It looks ancient,
but it was only 21 years old when | bought it.

. These old Singers are now worth a small fortune
=54 although having owned one, | have to wonder why.
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| drove the Singer Le Mans from Ballarat Victoria, to Lismore in Northern NSW, blew-up the engine on the
way back, bought another out of a Singer sedan wreck and burned 19 quarts of oil in 1,000 miles! | traded the
Singer on a 1948 MG TC - | was getting newer cars now, only 9 years old. | thought the TC was the finest car
ever launched into the world at large, although I blame my bad back on the terrible seating as I'm reminded
when driving my present TC. The day after | sold it, the buyer came to me and said | was a liar, as it wouldn’t
do my claimed 90mph - he only got it up to 85mph before it left the road and side-swiped a tree!

e | LEFT: My 1948 MG TC in Sydney, 1957.
= In 1958 | was sent to the Federation of Malaya
(now Malaysia), where Britain and the Common-
wealth were fighting the Communist Terrorists who
had been trying to take over the country by force
of arms since 1948. There | bought a new Berkley
B65 mini-sports car.
The motor was a 328cc twin two-stroke motor-
cycle engine, driving the front wheels. Cycle-cars
were not uncommon at that time, with the Cooper
motor-cycle engined open-wheelers still racing on
tracks around the world.
The rather pedestrian performance of the car was soon transformed by some innovative tuning (and stolen
100 octane petrol from a RAAF Dakota aircraft) which lifted the top speed from 65mph to a screaming
85mph, until the little engine started to seize-up in the tropical heat! There was no club circuit racing at that
time, just timed kilometre sprints and hill climbs. The car was never competitive in the sprints but always got a
place in the under 1,000cc class in all the hill climbs | entered. | recall competing in a hill climb just out of Ipoh
in Perak State, right in the middle of “bandit” country, when armed Police lined both sides of the road to guard
against an attack by Communist Terrorists; just a wee bit different to Mt. Druitt! My favourite hill was The Vale
of Tempe on Penang Island; in normal use, this was a down-hill one way traffic road. We'd illegally practice
by racing up the hill after midnight, when we hoped no cars was coming down!
| always drove the same way - into 2nd, then pedal-to-the—metal and held it there, come what may. Hurtling
into hairpin bends at impossible speeds when they were negotiated with the car almost sideways, with just
enough power for the front wheels to pull the car through the corners. Add to this a Banshee wail of the little
two-stroke exhausting through megaphones and the crowd was always impressed. The only problem was, |
would get out of the car trembling so much from the terror of the drive, | could hardly stand up.
Then | got married and that was the end of that!

Wilf Hardy

5 Be,
LEFT: My Berkley B65 cooling off before RIGHT: The car looked just like a small sports
another hill climb run near Ipoh, Perak car with Helen in it, but it was tiny,
State, Malaya in 1958. weighing only 300kg.
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RAC’NG AROUND by Skimmo

Currently it is great to see that four of our club members have really put plenty of their own money into where
their hearts lie in motor racing. This entails racing around at different race circuits in recognised national series
events at various places other than at home in Townsville. A couple of years ago we had Shane Dale running
in the Aussie Race Car series and Wayne Lamont in the V8 utes but the sheer costs has forced these guys to
put their programs on hold.

The first was Shane Satchwell who has built a very quick Datsun 1200 coupe to run in the Modified Produc-
tion under 2 litre class. The rules in this class allow for engine swaps and his engine of choice is a well tuned
Nissan SR20. This combination of a super light car, gifted driver and great engine running out to 9000rpm is a
rocket.

Nissan SR20, normally aspirated ,quad throttle body engine in Shane's car

™

V~ 1

This was his second year running in this category. Shane in his car is clearly the fastest in this class in Queen-
sland and right up the front nationally. | have only seen one result [Darwin V8 Supercar Round] where there
was any real competition to his domination of the class.

Another member working his way up this same class is John Womersley. His car is a Markl Escort fitted with
a worked OHC 2 litre Ford engine. This very pretty car has been around club events for a couple of years and
has gradually been developed towards this racing class. John has been learning and getting quicker this year in
the Queensland Series. Another local [Ken Haughton] is the Guru for these power plants and has been crewing
for John in the south.

Another racing class, Saloon Cars, has attracted two interested members in Martin Deckert and George Uren.
This class is the old Ford verses Holden battle of the brands in six cylinder saloons. The straight six 4.2 litre
Ford AU's up against the V6 3.8 litre Holden VS's. Martin has purchased a Commodore and George has a Fal-
con.
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Martin Deckert in his Commodore at Queensland Raceway this year.

Martin has run most of the rounds in Queensland this year and has done really well. At years end he has won a
couple of very prestigious awards including Driver of the Series. It is a very tough ask to come in as a novice
racer into an established series and end up running towards the front of the pack by the end of your first series.
Very well done and congratulations from all at our club.

George has done it differently by purchasing an established car and then spending the year in our Zinc Sprint
Series at home learning and tuning the car. He did the last round of Queensland Series at Morgan Park near
Warwick in November to get a feel for where he was at on the learning curve. From qualifying towards the
back of the field at his first attempt he was passing cars working his way up by the end of the meeting. Look
out next year when he plans a lot more southern race meetings.

I bumped into another Townsvillean at Morgan Park near Warwick in November. It was Rick Hobson [a local
builder] who was having his second meeting in an Aussie Race Car. Recons he is it for the fun. He is leasing a
car from the series owner [Phil Ward] on a per race meeting basis.

I ran my Z in four sprints in the second half of this year. Got a third in class at Rocky, Speed on Tweed and the
Grafton hill climb. The Historic Noosa Hill Climb was a real buzz. The car and driver were going well with a
first in class [14™ outright out of 153] and a new hill record for the class.
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